Next, the muscles: these are, the levatores palati, which draw the velum towards the nasal fossae ; the tensores palati, which widen it by drawing it horizontally, in consequence of their being reflected over the hook of the pterygoid process, forming a pulley ; the palato-pharyngaeus and constrictor isthmi faucium, which depress it towards the base of the tongue ; lastly, the levator uvulae, which appertains especially to the uvula. As all these muscles, with the exception of the azygos uvulae, lie upon the sides, we may easily explain hovv the separation which exists between the two halves of the velum palati, when this organ is divided, is produced ; but it is not so easy to account for their spontaneous approximation, in some convulsive actions of the pharynx, as is frequently observed, for example, when the stuphyloraplnj is performed. We We need hardly say that we recommend the work to the attention of the profession.
